
C
U

R
ATO

R
IA

L VISIO
N

T
his S

eason exp
lores how

 id
eas m

ove b
eyond

 w
ord

s, using
 

p
ub

lic art to test the b
ord

ers of com
m

unication, connection and
 

exp
ression. 

T
he S

eason p
resents artists’ resp

onses to the b
reakd

ow
n, 

g
ap

s, and
 p

ossib
ilities of lang

uag
e.

W
orking

 across a variety of m
aterials and

 contexts, the artists 

eng
ag

e w
ith lang

uag
e b

oth as m
aterial and

 as lim
it. T

hey exam
ine 

the p
olitics of nam

ing
 and

 the p
oetics of silence; they exp

lore 

g
esture, cod

e, texture, and
 ab

sence as alternative m
od

es of 

com
m

unication. 

In foreg
round

ing
 w

hat cannot b
e said

 – or can only b
e p

artially 

said
 – T

he Lim
its of Language invites aud

iences to encounter 

lang
uag

e not as a closed
 system

, b
ut as a site of tension, 

invention, and
 transform

ation. It asks: w
here d

o our w
ord

s end
, 

and
 w

hat b
eg

ins w
hen they d

o?

FRO
M

 TH
E EXEC

U
TIVE D

IR
EC

TO
R

Tēnā koutou katoa

A
 w

arm
 w

elcom
e to S

C
A

P
E

 P
ub

lic A
rt S

eason 20
25 –

T
he Lim

its of Language.

It’s a p
rivileg

e to b
ring

 Ō
tautahi C

hristchurch this exciting
 

collection of new
 p

ub
lic art, free to enjoy all sum

m
er.

Take your lunch b
reak at an artw

ork a d
ay, stroll around

 a few

on a w
arm

 evening
, d

elve d
eep

er in a free g
uid

ed
 art w

alk. 

H
ow

ever you exp
erience it, w

e hop
e you’ll encounter m

om
ents 

of surp
rise, challeng

e, and
 d

elig
ht that stay w

ith you and
 enrich 

your sum
m

er.

R
AC

H
EL JEFFER

IES
E

xecutive D
irector, S

C
A

P
E

 P
ub

lic A
rt

FRO
M

 TH
E M

AYO
R

C
hristchurch C

ity is the p
lace to b

e in N
ew

 Z
ealand

 rig
ht now

, 

and
 for g

ood
 reason. W

e have stunning
 scenery, p

ositive p
eop

le, 

and
 w

e’re d
efinitely a city on the rise. O

ur vib
rant p

ub
lic art is yet 

another reason p
eop

le love b
eing

 here.  

I p
articularly love the celeb

ration of next-g
eneration talent 

throug
h S

C
A

P
E

’s com
p

etition for school child
ren. I’d

 like to 

cong
ratulate all the b

ud
d

ing
 artists, their p

arents, and
 teachers. 

I encourag
e everyone - resid

ents and
 visitors alike - to use this 

m
ap

 and
 exp

lore the central city throug
h art this sum

m
er. 

PH
IL M

AU
G

ER
M

ayor, Ō
tautahi C

hristchurch

SEASO
N

 
2025

G
O

LD
SPO

N
SO

R
S

C
hristchurch International A

irp
ort, E

lizab
eth B

all 

C
haritab

le Trust, H
otel M

ontreal, Lew
is B

rad
ford

 C
onsulting

E
ng

ineers, P
ub

lica, Leig
hs C

onstruction

SILVER
SPO

N
SO

R
S

C
hristchurch C

asino, A
otearoa G

am
ing

 Trust, D
eloitte,

E
N

I, G
H

D
, John Jones S

teel, N
aylor Love, R

C
P, 

S
ig

ntech, Tavend
ale &

 P
artners

B
RO

N
ZE

SPO
N

SO
R

S
A

otea E
lectric, A

rt Fetiche, B
EC

A
, B

ell Lam
b

 &
 Trotter

C
om

p
uter C

linic, C
rafted

 C
ontent, D

ux C
entral, G

ob
ap

lay

M
ainfreig

ht, M
etalw

orld
, P

ub
 C

harity, R
ad

cliffe E
lectrical, 

R
esene, R

ub
ix S

afe, S
top

 D
ig

g
ing

 N
Z

, Treetech

PATRO
N

S
D

am
e A

d
rienne S

tew
art, A

nthony W
rig

ht &
 S

elene M
anning

, 

B
ernice Ireland

, C
hris &

 S
arah W

akem
an, D

ave &
 V

icki H
azlett, 

D
eb

 Fahey, G
ab

rielle Tasm
an &

 K
en Law

n, G
raham

 D
ockrill, 

H
am

ish &
 K

aren D
oig

, H
elen &

 S
teve W

akefield
, Janette &

Jim
 B

orthw
ick, Jenny M

ay, John V
ale, John &

 Léonie H
ynd

s, 

Liz C
ollins, M

elissa &
 M

arty B
eng

e, M
ichael &

 P
hoeb

e Fulton, 

P
rue M

anji, R
ichard

 H
olyoake

H
O

N
O

R
A

RY 
PATRO

N
S

E
lizab

eth B
all, H

elen Trap
p

itt &
 C

raig
 Lew

is, 

Frank V
an S

chaijik, P
eter Ind

er

VEN
U

E 
PA

RTN
ER

S
C

hristchurch B
otanic G

ard
ens, C

hristchurch C
ity C

ouncil, 

C
hristchurch N

Z
, H

otel M
ontreal, Te M

atatiki Toi O
ra 

T
he A

rts C
entre, Tūrang

a C
entral Lib

rary

O
TH

ER
 

AC
K

N
O

W
LED

G
EM

EN
TS 

G
raham

 S
attler, V

icki B
lyth, R

yan A
ranyi, D

ave R
ichard

s, 

P
ip

 V
oller, C

lark Fenton 

D
ESIG

N
 BY

PLATIN
U

M
SPO

N
SO

R
S

TH
E LIM

ITS
O

F LAN
G

UAG
E

S
C

A
P

E
 P

ub
lic A

rt
T

he Lim
its of Lang

uag
e
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scap
ep

ub
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D
iscover FR

E
E

 A
R

T
 all sum

m
er

TEN
SIO

N
, IN

VEN
TIO

N
, TR

A
N

SFO
R

M
ATIO

N

TYSO
N

 C
A

M
PB

ELL
M

anag
ing

 C
urator, S

easons 20
23–20

25

E
nrich your exp

erience w
ith extra content. 

V
ote for your favourite artw

ork. S
can the Q

R
 cod

e or visit 

scap
ep

ub
licart.org

.nz

D
ISC

O
VER

 FR
EE A

RT A
LL SU

M
M

ER

T
his P

ocket G
uid

e is correct at tim
e of p

rinting
. 

U
p

d
ates w

ill b
e p

osted
 to scap

ep
ub

licart.org
.nz.

S
C

A
P

E
 P

ub
lic A

rt

Level 1, 30
1 M

ontreal S
treet, C

hristchurch 8
0

13, N
ew

 Z
ealand

+
6

4
 3 36

5 79
9

0, info@
scap

ep
ub

licart.org
.nz, scap

ep
ub

licart.org
.nz

Main SCAPE route / Season 2025 Artworks

Public Art by kids

Permanent Legacy SCAPE artworks

ENRICH YOUR EXPERIENCE
Vote online for your favourite Season 2025 artwork. 
Enjoy free events like the Family Art Picnic, guided walks 
and a public art bike tour. Don’t miss the Pop-Up Art 
Shop from 2–12 December. Visit scapepublicart.org.nz

           PEO
PLE'S C

H
O

IC
E AW

A
R

D
H

ave your say in the P
eop

le’s C
hoice A

w
ard

 b
y voting

 for your 

favourite artw
ork from

 S
eason 20

25. E
xp

lore the artw
orks, choose 

the one that sp
eaks to you m

ost, and
 cast your vote online at 

scap
ep

ub
licart.org

.nz

           FA
M

ILY A
RT PIC

N
IC

D
rop

 in and
 m

ake art w
ith artist Julia H

old
erness in a relaxed

, 

creative setting
 suitab

le for all ag
es. B

YO
 p

icnic, w
e’ll p

rovid
e 

som
e sw

eet treats. S
ee you on Sund

ay 9
 N

ovem
b

er, 1-3.30
p

m
, 

at T
he G

reen, 27 W
orcester B

lvd
 (or Toi A

uaha, 1 W
orcester B

lvd
, 

if w
et). N

o b
ooking

 req
uired

.

           G
U

ID
ED

 W
A

LKS
O

ur p
op

ular g
uid

ed
 art w

alks are free and
 op

en to everyone. 

M
ost w

alks b
eg

in on K
ilm

ore S
treet outsid

e H
otel M

ontreal. 

A
RT W

O
R

KSH
O

P
Join S

C
A

P
E

 and
 artist Julia H

old
erness for a sp

ecial ticketed
 

art-m
aking

 session b
ased

 on her p
ub

lic artw
ork, Fig

ure S
tud

ies, 

on S
aturd

ay 29
 N

ovem
b

er, 10
-11.30

am
. N

um
b

ers are lim
ited

. 

B
ooking

s are essential. 

           B
IK

E PU
B

LIC
 A

RT
For a fun and

 scenic g
roup

 b
ike rid

e, join us on Sund
ay 25 

January, 10
am

.

For b
ooking

s and
 up

d
ates on all S

C
A

P
E

 events, visit 

scap
ep

ub
licart.org

.nz/events

PU
BLIC

 
PRO

G
RAM

M
E

PO
P-U

P A
RT SH

O
P

T
he P

op
-U

p
 A

rt S
hop

 is b
ack just in tim

e for 

C
hristm

as, running
 2–12 D

ecem
b

er, 4
–6

p
m

 Tuesd
ay 

to Frid
ay (closed

 S
aturd

ay, S
und

ay, and
 M

ond
ay) on 

Level 1, 30
1 M

ontreal S
treet. B

row
se ceram

ics, 

p
hotog

rap
hs, sculp

tures, p
ainting

s and
 even 

d
ressing

 g
ow

ns, w
ith exclusive ed

itions b
y p

ast and
 

p
resent S

C
A

P
E

 artists includ
ing

 N
eil D

aw
son,

 B
illy A

p
p

le, H
ye R

im
 Lee, C

hris U
lutup

u, N
athan P

ōhio, 

Janna van H
asselt, and

 m
ore.

Guided walks start here unless otherwise advised

NICHOLA SHANLEY AND SABIN 
HOLLOWAY
NICHOLA SHANLEY AND SABIN 
HOLLOWAY

Victoria Street

High Street

Salisbury Street

Kilmore Street

Armagh Street

Chester Street West

Peterborough Street

Worcester Boulevard

Cashel Street

Gloucester Street

Tuam Street

St Asaph Street

M
ad

ras S
treet

M
anchester S

treet

C
olom

b
o S

treet

D
urham

 S
treet N

orth

M
ontreal S

treet

P
ark Terrace

Salisbury Street

Kilmore Street

Armagh Street

Peterborough Street

Cashel Street

Hereford Street

Gloucester Street

Tuam Street

St Asaph Street

H
uanui Lane / R

auora P
ark

Te Pae

Tūranga

Isaac
Theatre 

Royal

N
ew

 R
eg

ent S
treet P

recinct

CoCA

C
hristchurch
A

rt G
allery

The CrossingBallantynes

Bus Interchange

Riverside
Market

Hotel
Montreal

Christchurch Casino

Christchurch
Town Hall

Curators
House

Canterbury Museum
(closed for renovations)

Cathedral Square

Christchurch 
Public Hospital

R
olleston A

venue

O
xford

 Terrace

Oxford Terrace

Victoria Square

A
vo

n 
R

iv
er

SCAPE PUBLIC ART SEASON 2025
THE LIMITS OF LANGUAGE

B
otanic G

ard
ens

V
isitor C

entre

Cuningham, 
Townend and 

Garrick House

The Margaret Mahy
Family Playground

The Arts Centre

Harper Avenue

MODELS

POSTERS

(144 Seaview Road, 
New Brighton)

(Chaney’s Corner)

(Rolleston Reserve)

(21 Sylvan Street, Hillmorton)

VAIMAILA  
URALE

GEORGE
WATSON

GUS
DARK

MOLLIE
SHAW

NICHOLA 
SHANLEY 

SABIN 
HOLLOWAY

SCULPTURE

MURALS



S
C

A
P

E
’s Insid

e O
utp

ub
lic art com

p
etition is ab

out taking
 w

hat’s 

insid
e and

 turning
 it into art that w

ill live outsid
e. 

To enter, school stud
ents ag

ed
 5-18

 sub
m

it a concep
t for a 

p
ub

lic artw
ork that show

s their uniq
ue p

ersp
ective on the S

eason 

them
e. T

his year, 278
 stud

ents took p
art in the com

p
etition.

R
esp

ond
ing

 in im
ag

inative and
 insp

iring
 w

ays to the them
e –

T
he Lim

its of  Language  –
their w

ork d
em

onstrates how
 art can 

exp
ress id

eas and
 em

otions b
eyond

 w
ord

s.

IN
SID

E O
U

T M
U

R
A

L W
IN

N
ER

S
SPO

N
SO

R
ED

 BY R
ESEN

E
O

ur w
orld of sym

bols

"M
y d

raw
ing

 show
s how

 hum
ans try to exp

ress them
selves, b

ut 

sym
b

ols, nature, and
 em

otions sp
eak in w

ays that w
ord

s cannot. 

T
he w

om
an reaches for m

eaning
, the ab

stract face sees b
eyond

 

lang
uag

e, and
 the b

ird
, tree, sun, ocean, and

 sacred
 sym

b
ols 

reveal truths too d
eep

 for sp
eech".

- S
ahansa D

asind
i K

arunarathna, 12, C
hristchurch East S

chool

C
lim

bing steps of your life 

"W
hen I first cam

e to N
Z

, I only had
 b

asic E
ng

lish…
 Lang

uag
e is 

p
ow

erful and
 vital to connect w

ith others. T
he m

ore lang
uag

es 

you learn the m
ore op

p
ortunities you can have.. M

y m
ural 

rep
resents the challeng

es of learning
 a new

 lang
uag

e, and
 the 

success that you can achieve".

- A
nh Le, 13, C

hristchurch East S
chool

IN
SID

E O
U

T SC
U

LPTU
R

E W
IN

N
ER

S
Lost for W

ords 

"T
his sculp

ture connects to the them
e b

ecause som
etim

es you 

have b
ig

 em
otions on the insid

e b
ut you d

on’t have the w
ord

s 

to exp
lain them

 and
 nob

od
y can see them

. T
he b

all of tang
led

 

coloured
 lines rep

resents all the b
ig

 em
otions you can b

e feeling
 

and
 the sp

eech b
ub

b
le w

ith d
ots show

s how
 you can g

et lost for 

w
ord

s w
hen you try to exp

lain those feeling
s".

- Ivy A
nnette G

ard
iner A

rcus, 10
, A

o Taw
hiti S

chool

P
lay w

ith your w
ords

"M
y artw

ork show
s that som

etim
es it’s hard

 for ad
ults to talk w

ith 

young
er p

eop
le. I w

ant to tell ad
ults that you d

on’t need
 to use 

your w
ord

s, you can talk throug
h p

lay. S
om

etim
es kid

s are shy, so 

they can exp
ress them

selves throug
h p

lay. You’re never too old
 to 

have fun and
 w

e can all exp
ress ourselves in m

any w
ays".

- N
oëlle N

ash-A
ustrin, 10

, A
o Taw

hiti S
chool

             IN
SID

E O
U

T W
IN

N
ER

S EXH
IB

ITIO
N

S
ee the w

inning
 d

esig
ns turned

 into full-size p
ub

lic art at 

Te M
atatiki Toi O

ra T
he A

rts C
entre for the entire S

C
A

P
E

 P
ub

lic 

A
rt S

eason, 7 N
ov 20

25 - 1 Feb
 20

26. 

          C
ELEB

R
ATE TH

E IN
SID

E O
U

T W
IN

N
ER

S
Fam

ily-friend
ly op

ening
 cerem

ony to celeb
rate our four w

inners. 

Te M
atatiki Toi O

ra T
he A

rts C
entre, Sund

ay 9
 N

ov, 12.30
p

m
.

          IN
SID

E O
U

T FIN
A

LISTS EXH
IB

ITIO
N

E
xhib

ition of m
aq

uettes created
 b

y com
p

etition finalists in 

sp
ecial w

orkshop
s d

elivered
 b

y C
hristchurch C

ity Lib
raries and

S
C

A
P

E
. T

he stud
ents used

 laser cutting
, 3D

 p
rinting

, and
 other 

techniq
ues to b

ring
 their p

ub
lic art d

esig
ns to life in m

iniature. 

Tūrang
a, Level 1, 30

 O
ct - 16

 N
ov.

          C
A

R
PA

R
K PO

P-U
P PO

STER
 EXH

IB
ITIO

N
O

utd
oor exhib

ition of p
osters of 14

 hig
hly com

m
end

ed
 entries, 

w
ith thanks to P

ub
lica and

 P
hantom

 B
illstickers. S

ee them
 at 

241 H
ig

h S
t, 7-15 N

ov.

          IN
VITE SC

A
PE TO

 YO
U

R
 SC

H
O

O
L

Every child
 should

 g
et the b

enefits of q
uality creative arts 

ed
ucation. S

C
A

P
E

’s free ed
ucation p

rog
ram

m
es are d

elivered
 

b
y a q

ualified
 arts ed

ucator and
 extend

 w
hat a classroom

 

teacher can offer. B
ook now

 for 20
26. 

Find
 out m

ore at scap
ep

ub
licart.org

.nz/ed
ucation.

S
C

A
P

E
 P

ub
lic A

rt

D
iscover FR

E
E

 A
R

T
 all sum

m
er

PU
BLIC

 ART 
BY KID

S
YO

U
N

G
 VO

IC
ES, B

IG
 ID

EA
S

T
he Lim

its of Lang
uag

e

7 N
ov 25 – 1 Feb

 26

scap
ep

ub
licart.org

.nz 

10 Brett Graham 
Erratic, 2023

11 Julia Morison 
Treehouses for Swamp

Dwellers, 2013

13  David McCracken 
Diminish and Ascend, 2014

16 Peter Atkins 
Under Construction–   

Chaos & Order, 2015–19

12 Natalie Guy 
The Pool, 2019

OUR LEGACY
ARTWORKS
PERMANENT WORKS PRODUCED BY SCAPE PUBLIC ART

 Locations indicated on the map are a guide only.

1  Anton Parsons 
Passing Time, 2010–11

2 Antony Gormley 
Stay, 2015–16

3  Antony Gormley
Stay, 2015–16

4 Phil Price 
Nucleus, 2006

5  Mischa Kuball 
Solidarity Grid, 2013–15

6 Regan Gentry 
Flour Power, 2008

7  Rachael Rakena 
Simon Kaan 
Te Aika, 2021

8  Kazu Nakagawa 
Ka Mua Ka Muri, 2019

9 Sēmisi Poutauaine 
VAKA ‘A HINA, 2019

17 Nathan Pōhio 
Raise the anchor, unfurl the sails, set course to the centre   

of an ever-setting sun! 2015

14  Jon Jeet 
He Toki Maitai, 2012

15  Neil Dawson 
Fanfare, 2004–15

18  Areta Wilkinson 
Toro Atua, 2024

19 Seung Yul Oh 
Conduct Cumulus, 2015–19

SEASON 2025
ARTISTS

The Limits of Language

7 Nov 25 – 1 Feb 26

scapepublicart.org.nz 

SCAPE Public Art Season 2025 

VAIMAILA URALE
O Le Sami Po Uliuli II (2025)
Digital mark-making with Samoan motifs evokes the night ocean as a force that holds memory and pattern.

Vaimaila Urale is a Samoan-born interdisciplinary artist based in Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland. 

Using ASCII characters to echo traditional Samoan tapa and tatau motifs, she translates ancestral 

mark-making into code-like forms, exploring the tension between digital systems and cultural storytelling. 

She has exhibited widely across Aotearoa New Zealand and internationally.

GEORGE WATSON
Doctrines (2025)
An enlarged version of a 2023 sculpture, combining techniques from decorative wrought iron gates and 

livestock branding irons.

George Watson (Ngāti Porou, Ngāti Mutunga, Moriori) works across painting, installation and writing. 

Their work has been shown nationally, including Robert Heald Gallery, The Physics Room, Auckland Art 

Gallery Toi o Tāmaki and Hastings Art Gallery. Doctrines expands a work from 2023, with Peter Simpson 

at Coastal Signs, into public space. Watson was the 2024 McCahon House artist-in-residence and is

based in Tūranganui-a-Kiwa Poverty Bay.

GUS DARK
Selected illustrations 
The clash between paradise and progress – local issues and global crises translated into bold,

 humorous images that speak beyond borders.

Gus Dark is a Balinese illustrator and activist whose work blends art with social critique, from 

anti-corruption to environmental advocacy, and has been shown in Indonesia, Switzerland and the USA. 

He has received awards including the ROLE Foundation’s Superstar Supporter Award (2013) and Sloka 

Institute’s Citizen Journalism Award (2016), and helped set Indonesian World Records for most corruption 

cartoons and longest cartoon strip. He also runs a visual activism T-shirt label, DARKADE Propaganda.

MOLLIE SHAW
Fragmented Belonging (2024) 
New Zealand immigration documents reworked into flags that question identity, belonging, and the

limits of language.

Mollie Shaw is an Ōtautahi Christchurch designer and 2024 Ilam School of Fine Arts graduate. Using 

visual communication, she interrogates migration, power and systems of control, drawing on research and 

her own experience as an immigrant to explore the social and political dimensions of design.

NICHOLA SHANLEY AND SABIN HOLLOWAY
To Meet at the Gateway (2025)
The universal story of the water/land dwelling Queen, part human, part mythical in physical form. 

She moves through otherworldly gateways protecting the land and those who dwell within her sight.

Nichola Shanley and Sabin Holloway, artists based in Ōhinehou Lyttelton, collaborated on this 

SCAPE 2025 commission. Shanley is known for cross-genre works in silk, ceramics and light, drawing on 

mythology and ritual, while Holloway is a photographer and cinematographer who finds beauty in the 

unexpected, bridging commercial and artistic worlds.

Discover free art all summer

S
ince 19

9
8

, S
C

A
P

E
 P

ub
lic A

rt has b
een b

ring
ing

 b
old

, 

free-to
-view

 contem
p

orary art to the heart of Ō
tautahi 

C
hristchurch and

 b
eyond

. O
ur installations reim

ag
ine fam

iliar 

sp
aces and

 invite p
eop

le to see their surround
ing

s in 

new
 w

ays.

A
t S

C
A

P
E

, collab
oration is at the heart of w

hat w
e d

o. 

W
e b

ring
 tog

ether artists, b
usinesses, sup

p
orters, and

 our 

com
m

unity to create insp
iring

 exp
eriences for all. From

 

sp
arking

 creativity in tam
ariki throug

h free arts ed
ucation to 

hosting
 p

ub
lic tours and

 artist talks, S
C

A
P

E
 connects p

eop
le 

w
ith art every d

ay.

Your d
onation help

s m
ake this p

ossib
le. Every 

contrib
ution – larg

e or sm
all – sup

p
orts artists, enab

les 

am
b

itious new
 w

orks, and
 shares the p

ow
er of art w

ith 

everyone in our city.

Join us in shap
ing

 a city recog
nised

 around
 the w

orld
 for 

its p
ub

lic art. Tog
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The Limits of Language


